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THE MESSIAH. 


(Extracts from Leeser’s Sermons.—Continued. ) 


**Tam the everlasting One, this is my name, and my glory 
to any other I will not give, nor my praise to images.’ Isaiah 
xliii. 10-12: * You are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my 
servant whom I have chosen, that: you may know, and believe 
me, and understand that I am He; before me no god was 
formed, and after me there will be none. I, only I, am the 


Lord, and beside me there is no Saviour. I have myself 


declared, and saved, and caused you to hear; and among you was 
no stranger god; you are therefore my witnesses, saith the 
Lord—and I-am God.’ Ibid. xliv. 6. ‘ Thus says the Lord, 
Israel’s King and his Redeemer, the Lord of the. universe, | 


-am the first, and I am the last, and without me there is no 


god.’ Verse 24: ‘Iam the Lord who maketh all, who spreadeth 
out the heaven by myself, and alone extend the earth.’ And 
in this same manner also speaks Jeremiah x: ‘ But the Lord 
God is truth, He is the living God and the everlecting King ;— 
Yea, thus ye shall say to them, the gods that made not the 
heaven and the earth shall perish from the earth and from 
beneath these heavens.’ All these passages, which could be 
fortified by innumerable others, clearly demonstrate, that the 


God of the Bible is not of a divided nature, but of simple 


essence and of eternal duration. What are the words we have 
y wage ‘I am the first, and I am the last, and without me 

ere is no God’? This verse most distinctly declares that the 
Creator God is alone the King and Redeemer, for besides Him 
no other god exists: how then can there be a second personage 
to share the honours of the Supreme? How can reason bear 
it, to assert in one phrase that one God alone does all, and 
claims all the honour of worship, and in another moment to 
maintain that, nevertheless, there are other parts composing the 
same one, all claiming and deserving the same regard and 
adoration?—We could carry this argument out to a much 
greater length, but it is not expedient to treat the subject in a 
controversial light, any further than to exhibit to your under- 


standing the absurdity and the contradiction to revelation which | 


are presented in the idea of a plurality in the deity, or of a 
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division in the divine essence. From all the above we must 
deduce, as a natural consequencé, that Messiah cannot be God, 
since that would say, in effect, that God himself is the Messiah, 


or that a porte of himself was the Messiah, both of which | 


doctrines have been shown to be fallacious.—In the second 
place, especially with reference to the object of the sending 
of this messenger, he is not to come to save sinners, much 
less to die in atonement for them; because we believe, and 
can prove, that God requires no assistance to enable Him 
to save the man whom He has created. * . ® 

‘* Let us take a calm view of the assertion, that God could 
not forgive man for the original sin committed by Adam, till a 
vicarious atonement (for this, | believe, is the term employed) 
was made ; and what does it amount to? but that God is unable 
to forgive sins, which is a monstrous absurdity, even admittin 
that by the sins of our original progenitors we were dabarved 
from all admission into happiness. But is this true? By no 
means; for as regards the first, God emphatically styles himself 
the Forgiver of sins, the Pardoner of iniquities, expressed in 
the two Hebrew words n>yp and 5my consequently He requires 
no one person nor any one thing to enable Him to forgive, 
if He, the All-wise, deems that the atonement made, or suffered, 
or even contemplated by the sinner, isadequate. And so we read 
in Exod. xxxiv. 6-7, ‘The Lord Everlasting, isa God merciful 
and gracious, long suffering, and great in k 
He maintaineth kindness unto the thousandth generation, 
pardoning iniquity, transgression and sin, yet sefieing not 
guilt to pass unpunished.’ Here the words employed, as 
plainly as words can express it, announce, that every sin 
will be visited with God’s indignation, that every sinner must 
be punished ; yet that, nevertheless, there is a remedy, a return 
to righteousness by change of conduct, which will cause God 
to show himself, not as the Avenger of outraged righteousness, 
but as the merciful Father, who bears with the fault of the 
child; when he repents, chastises with moderation, and then 
forgives the guilt. This is so beautifully expressed by the word 
xw> which literally signifies to bear, to carry, to suffer, and 
thus expresses the indulgent kindness of the Father of all, 
more strongly than any other term implying forgiveness could 


indness and truth; » 
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have done. All this must tend to prove that the Eternal Lord 
of all, is of himself able, without assistance or intervention, . 
bear with and to forgive whatever sins may have been committe 
from nature's birthday to her dissolution. He is, indeed $y" 5> 
All-sufficient, and truly "Ww bye the Almighty God, able to — 
every thing; and there consequently can be no being able = 
afford or to grant Him the slightest assistance.—Yet It may ‘ 
said: ‘ True, God is able; but was He willing ? was not deat 
decreed in consequence of Adam’s sins?’ ‘To this we answer, 
that death was indeed decreed ; but not death of the soul, not 
the damnation of the vital principle, but the decease only of 
what is naturally mortal, when divested of that ethereal spark 
which it life and motion.” 


(To be continued.) 


BIBLICAL CRITICISM (from the Spectator, Vol. 6.) 
| extracted by M. J. 


‘Upon reading the hymns that you have published in some 
late papers, I had a mind to try yesterday whether I could 
write one. The exivth /’salm appears to me an admirable 
ode, and I began to turn it into our language. As I was 
describing the journey of Israel from and the 
Divine Presence amongst them, I perceived a beauty in this 
Psalm, which was entirely new to me, and which I was going to 
lose; and that is, that the poet utterly conceals the presence 
of God in the beginning of it, and rather lets a possessive 
pronoun go without a substantive, than he will so much as 
mention any thing of divinity there. ‘Judah mwas his sanctuary, 
and Israel his dominion or kingdom.’ ‘The reason now seems 
evident, and this conduct necessary: for if God had appeared 
before, there could be no wonder why the mountains should 
leap and the sea retire ; therefore, that this convulsion of nature 
may be brought in with due surprise, his name is not mentioned 
till afterward, and then, with a very agreeable turn of thought, 
God is introduced at once in all his majesty. This is what 
I have attempted to imitate in a translation without para- 
phrase, and to preserve what I could of the spirit of the 
Sacred Author. 

‘If the following essay be not too incorrigible, bestow upon it 
a few brightnings from your genius, that I may learn how to 
write better, or to write no more 


‘* Your daily admirer and humble servant, &c.” 
PSALM CXIV. 


Wuen Israel, freed from Pharoah’s hand, 
Left the proud tyrant and his land, 
The tribes with cheerful homage own 
Their king, and Judah was his throne. 
II 

Across the deep their journey lay, 
The deep divides to make them way; 
The streams of Jordan saw, and fled 
With backward current to their head. 

III. | 
The mountains shook like frighted sheep, 
Like lambs the little hillocks leap, 
Not Sinai on her base could ee : 
Conscious of sov'’reign pow’r at hand. 


IV. 
What pow’r could make the deep divide 2 
Make Salen backward roll his tide ? 
Why did ye leap, ye little hills? 

whence the awe that Sinai feels? 

V. 
Let ev'ry mountain, ev’ry flood 
Retire, and know th’ approaching God, 
The king of Israel: see him here ; 


OF JACOB. 
VI. 


He thunders, and all nature mourns ; 


The rock to standing pools he turns; 
Flints spring with fountains at his word, 
And fires and seas confess their Lord. 


The Opinions of the most pious Rabbins of antiquity, con- 
cerning Lv sroveclected an dedicated to the present genera- 
de eg eg ope t felt on this subject by all classes, 
f Recognising the deep interest fe! ined iend of 

we have accepted the services of a learned | 

the old school,” who will from time to time, cite the re- 
corded dicta of such authorities as Maimonides, Kimchi, Aben 

Ezra, Radbaz, Aboudram, Chavot Yahir, Shloh, ke. kc. He 

will be mainly indebted to a series of papers under the 

above title in “ the Orient,’ but in their translation, will 
modify such passages as are not well adapted to English 
irers.—Ep. | 

enquirer PRODUCTION. 

‘Ix an age like the present, so prone to adopt opinions, 
conflicting and erroneous—when activity, especially on religious 
subjects, seems generally and strikingly manifested, when each 
acts in accordance with his peculiar way of thinking—when 
boldness on the one side lays its ruthless hand on that which 
we deem sacred, indifferent as to whether the basis of religion 
itself be shaken; and when supineness on the other, content 
with a blind deference to frivolous and unimportant points, 
seems wholly deaf to the just and urgent demands of the 
enlightened present: in an epoch, when, amidst the clamor of 
voices, none is more audible than that of groundless fear for 
matters of trifling import, it becomes imperatively necessary to 
urge and advance such arguments, decisions, and doctrines, 
deduced from our truly pious ancients, as may, by their 
preponderating influence, turn the balance of popular irre- 
solution. 

Alas! when we reflect on the state of our holy religion, 
when we reflect that in lieu of a due and proper inculcation 
of the sacred language, the very ministers of religion, sedu- 
lously seek to banish it altogether from the schools, the 
synagogues, nay even from the last resting place of frail 
mortality ; * whilst, with a pertinacity perfectly inexplicable, 
they adhere to the unintelligible and incongruous. But let us 
pause, and address ourselves at once to our subject. 

The prop (Peyutim) have been the subject of much differ- 
ence of opinion in seyeral congregations; but partly from 
the unenlightened condition of some, the hesitation of others, 
and the reluctance, or perhaps inability of the majority, to 
institute the requisite enquiries from those whose bounden 
duty it assuredly is to set at rest questions of this nature, 
the same lamentable diversity of opinion still prevails. To 
cite, examine, and collate the various opinions of our ancient 
and illustrious Rabbies, in short to give the subject the full 
advantage of their authenticated decisions, cannot fail to have 
due weight in every community. Seek therefore, my brethren, 
by historical reference and by every legitimate enquiry, to 
preserve inviolate the purity of our prayers, replete as they 
are with sublimity and piety; so shall ye thus uphold the 
dignity of our holy faith. And further, endeavour es ecially 
to induce in our youth a proper understanding, and the con- 
sequent appreciation, of our holy prayers ; to reunite, in short, 
those who have strayed, to the flock of the Lord. 

Ye people of God, and ye who are their 
possess or should possess their confidence an 
your aid and co-operation, enter upon the subject with zeal 
and caution; and if the views here taken are clear and self 
evident, if all be impressed with a conviction of their justness, 
ees policy and their utility, then shall our pastors neither 
shrink nor withhold their aid from an object so intimately 
interwoven with true religion ; while their laudable and dis- 
interested exertions will be cherished and appreciated by all 
under their spiritual guidance, ; 

But should such ecclesiastical interference be deferred or 


rdians, who 
respect, lend 


Tremble thou earth, adore and fear. | 


* It must be borne in mind that allusion is here made to 


gations on the continent. ( Translator’s note.) certain congre- 
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withheld, should a deaf ear be turned to the votaries of a 
solemn and decorous ritual, then it becomes you, ye leaders of 
the ee nay, it becomes your imperative duty, to 
awaken a due sense of the worship of our Heavenly Father 
and to call those elements into existence which shall restore it 
to its pristine purity and dignity. Simplicity should reign in 
the house of God, as in the prayers we offer up to Him; the 
word of eternal Life, should be proclaimed with fervor and 
devotion, and prayer go hand in band with religious instruc- 
tion. ‘‘ The way shall be prepared, and suddenly shall the 
— . Hosts come to His temple.” Peace unto Israel 
men !”’ 


(To be Continued.) 


myo vn 613 PRECEPTS OF THE PENTATEUCH. 
(Continued from No. 7.) | 


One of the affirmative precepts (according to J)"nn .pD the 
- 419th,) is to repeat daily, morning and evening, a certain verse of 
scripture, viz. the pow, Hear! oh Israel! the Eternal, our 
God, is an eternal unity / (Deut. vi. 3.) The book above 
referred to, goes on to shew, that by such repetition is 
observed the command contained in the 7th verse of the same 
chapter, ‘‘in thy lying down and in thy rising up.” The 
rationale ascribed to this precept is, that the Almighty, de- 
signing to confer merit on His people, required them to recognise 
His kingdom and His unity every day of their lives: for man 
being sensual, and therefore beguiled by the vanities of the 
world, needs to be frequently reminded of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, in order that he may be warned from sin: and God 
has commanded us to remember him, at least twice a day, 
that we may thereby purify our hearts, and consecrate our 
pursuits to His service. By such observance we are reminded 
of the unity and omnipresence of the Deity, of His providence 
and power; that His eye is open upon all our ways, and He 
counteth our steps; that no single action, nor even a thought, 
can be hidden from HisOmniscience. This will induce caution 
during the day, and give confidence during the night. And 
whereas the essential feature of this precept is heartfelt 
devotion, no one can observe it fitly who fails to abstract his 
attention from all worldly thoughts during the time needful 
for its repetition. The last syllable of the word (4nx) is 
prolonged, because our sages, of blessed memory, enjoin us 
to dwell thereon so long as is needful for the reflection, that 
He isa unity, and that He dwelleth in every quarter of the 
universe. 

It is only the repetition of the first verse of the yoy which is 
enjoined by the law, but our sages have prescribed the whole 
three chapters, ox pow and not however in 
the order in which they appear in the Pentateuch, but after the 
following manner, First, the Sh’mang, because it contains the 
declaration of the unity of God, and commands us to love Him, 
and study His law; these being the bases of our religion: 
Secondly, the chapter V’haya, &c. which contains the exhorta- 
tion to obey the various other precepts; and lastly, the chapter 
V’yomar, which prescribes how, what have been so enjoined, 
are to be kept always in mind. | 

This sacred verse of confession and declaration is that pre- 
scribed as the last words of the dying Jew, or in case of his 
inability, it is recited by the ten who, if possible, gather round 
him at the last hour. Many a wanderer from the path of duty 
hath yearned to yield up his repentant spirit with this pious 
ejaculation, so that his brethren might close his eyes, that he 
might lie with his fathers and be in peace. 


ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A COLLEGE FOR 
THE TRAINING OF A JEWISH MINISTRY.— 
IMPORTANT MEETING. 


We announced this meeting in our last, in terms of joyful 
anticipation, and that feeling is warranted by the auspices under 
which the undertaking has been commenced. (A report of the 
meeting is subjoined.) Every one present appeared to hail 
with satisfaction, the prospect of a systematic Bs ea at for the 
existing offices ofthe synagogue service. But,at the same time, 
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the necessity was recognised of training a Jewish ministry, 
qualified, not only as leaders of our devotions, but as our reli- 
gious guides and instructors; and occupying for the conservation 
of our sacred institutions, and for the wise direction of our 
community generally, a position similarly influential to that 
occupied by our ministry of old, and still held by the ministry 
of all other denominations around us. It will therefore at 
once be manifest, that while such an influence can only be 
generally accorded to those whose training will qualify, not 
only for literary acquirements, but for an equivalent station in 
society, the present dispusition of the public mind affords a 
fair prospect for the ea maintenance of those, who shall 
aspire to functions at once so sacred and honorable; and there 
is every probability, that a recognition of these prospects will 
prevent the necessity of looking to any mere eleemosynary 
system, for men who are to fill the highest offices im our com- 
munities. 

There appears every prospect of securing an excellent Jewish 
school in association with the Bethmedrash, admirably adapted 
to the wants of ‘those families who have been uniting for an 
Educational association,—(vide Voice of Jacob, pages 7 and 12.) 
In addition to which, we hope to see it demonstrated, that many 
of our leading men, conscious that an eligible opportunity for 
imparting a sound theological and classical training, in a man- 
ner consistent with the requirements of our holy religion, 1s the 
object at present most needful, are disposed to establish 
a Jewish college, in such relation to an existing: university, 
as must afford the same advantages, for the same ends, 
as are now realized by other denominations; while the facilities 
so afforded of providing acollegiate education, of a lay character, 
to the youth of our higher classes, would be anxiously sought 
after, and thereby materially economise the expense of training 
theological students. 

The meeting on Sunday last convened by the Rev. Chief Rabbi, 
and the Wardens of the metropolitan congregations, assem- 
bled in the vestry-room of the Great Synagogue, The 
venerable Chief Rabbi entered the room shortly after one 
o'clock, when Isaac Cohen, Esq., as Senior Warden, was 
called to the chair. The room was crowded by representatives 
of the various congregations, among whom were many of our 
leading men and public officers. ‘The chairman addressed the 
meeting on the great importance of the object presented to 
their notice; on the paramount necessity of assigning the proper — 
position in society to our ministry, and so elevating the posi- 
tion of our community in the social scale. He complained otf 
the apathy which had hitherto characterised us in such affairs, 
and hoped to see aroused some of the spirit of old times, tor 
the improvement so much needed by all our institutions. 

A series of resolutions, submitted to the meeting by the pro- 
visional committee, was then read from the chair; and Mr. 
Lucas rose to propose the first. He pointed out deficiences in 
the conduct of our public worship; the universal dissatisfaction 
which resulted ; the demand for religious discourses instead of 
foreign singers. He considered the manner in which the public 
might respond to this appeal as the true test of their sin- 
cerity. He exposed the influences which were at work to 
tempt our people to abandon their religious obligations ; de- 
duced therefrom the urgency of the present moment, and con- 
tended that education was the only remedy. He admitted, that 
the plan devised by the provisional committee might not be all 
that the occasion Lmanted: but deprecated dissatisfaction on 
that account. with what they had deemed practicable; and he 
would rather begin with one pupil than leave matters as they 
were. He contemplated that the proposed college would supply 
the urgent wants, ofnot only the British congregations, but of those 
in the Colonies and the United States. He regarded the dis- 
position to dissent, now manifesting itself, as no more than a 
cloud upon the horizon, to be wholly dispelled, if those who 
maintained orthodox principles would but do their duty. 

Mr. A. L. Moses seconded the resolution, expressing merely 
his concurrence with the views of the previous speaker. 

Mr. Van Oven moved the second resolution, and expressed 
his warm approval of the objects proposed—he deemed them 

ood as a starting point—that a perfect knowledge of our 
Cited and literature was indispensible in a public preacher ; 


4 
| 
| 
| 


60 


and to secure that, much as he valued the learned languages 
and their classics, he would be content to have them held in 
abeyance. 

Afr. Louis Cohen seconded the resolution in an earnest 
speech: he feared that the name of Bethmedrash was un- 
popular, because no single advantage had resulted to the com- 
munity from that which had previously existed. In short, he 
deemed the instruction of the public in religious duty so indis- 
pensible, that he denied our having ever had a Bethme- 
drash, properly so called. He contended, that we required men 
to be trained as religious preachers, and that their qualifications 
ought to be of a higher order than had heretofore been deemed 
needful. He spoke of schoolmasters, and said that in other 
countries even the schoolmaster was trained and licensed. 

Mr. De Castro declared that a fatal error, on the part of the 
provisional committee, was the dependence for income upon 
the caprice of individuals; the provision of a ministry was a 
national concern, which ought to be rendered secure, and, to a 
certain extent, independent, by fixed annual contributions from 
all congregational funds. He suggested, that the project to 
engraft the institution upon the old Medrash which Mr. L. 
Cohen had spoken of, was to limit and injure what ought to be 
a comprehensive scheme. He, as connected so intimately with 
the institutions of the Spanish and Portuguese congregations, 
could see no difference between Jew and Jew, and felt satisfied 
that the invested funds of the Bethmedrash of his own con- 
gregation could be made available for a united and enlightened 
scheme. And that such, in his own opinion, might be made, 
at the same time, to provide a suitable education forthe Jewish 
laity. | 

Mr. 4. Hort congratulated the meeting upon the presence of 
the Chief Rabbi. He heartily responded to the sentiments of 
Mr. De Castro, as to the paramount duty of uniting all classes 
for this great object,—he showed how much our Continental 
brethren were in advance of us in educational establish- 
ments, and hoped that all would henceforth be suitably pro- 
vided for. 

Mr. Almosnino, as having been on the deputation from the 
Spanish and Portuguese congregations, to the conference 
which had previously been held between the officers of the 
two Medrashim, reverted tothe anxious desire onthe partof those 
with whom he was connected, for a hearty union, and an 
enlightened comprehensive scheme. He exhibited what had 
been the conclusion of their’ portion of the conference, by the 
communication which it had subsequently made on the subject 
to the Rev. Dr. Herschell, as chairman, to the effect—that 
‘the plan at present contemplated by the committee of the 
German congregations for the improvement of their Beth- 
medrash, is so; confined in its nature, as to render it imprac- 
ticable to embrace the greater sphere of operations which this 
committee considers the present state of the Jewish community 
imperiously calls for, and which it is the desire of the committee 

to effect ; and being confirmed in the opinion, that no plan will 
generally interest and enlist the feelings of our brethren in its 
favour, other than shall establish as a basis, the diffusion of 
religious information among the community at large.” 

Ur, J. A. Franklin appealed to the provisional committee, 
and prayed them to recognise the disposition of the public to 
support an institution more comprehensive than they had ap- 
peared tocontemplate. He adduced, asa proof, that respectable 
and crowded meeting* so much beyond what they had confessedly 
expected ; he argued that their plan provided for contingent and 
capricious aid, whereas the influential heads of the various con- 
gregations who were then present, gave warrant for a more 
extended and efficient scheme, and the similar disposition of 
lo anem: and colonial congregations might be depended upon. 

e prayed them, therefore, to save him the necessity of intro- 
ducing the —— resolutions which he had prepared ; 
that they would omit altogether the intermediate resolution 
then before the meeting, and proceed at once to that which 

pecpeos 1 to appoint a committee which should devise a scheme 
r the Hebrew College, and lay it before the public; leaving 


that committee altogether unfettered, to ad 
the public wants, an ,» to adapt that scheme to 
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to the degree of support which could be 


and Mr. S. H. Ellis advocated 


the same views, successfully urging Yicldine 
principles, and not to commit the pu of the resolution betore 
to this recommendation, the originators © ee 
the meeting, consented to modify it to its presen se oom 
© both Medrashim. ‘The succeeding resolution was 
at strong representations of the same gentle- 
( 
tied; ded by Mr. Denis Samuel and Mr. Michael Josephs, and 
the agreeable spectacle was produced, of a unanimous concur- 
rence on every resolution* passed by the 
We regret that our report of the latter part o : e mit ty 
is so meagre, and that we do so much injustice to : oi “¥ 
of Messrs. H. Moses, Abraham Levy, J ohnson, Mitche ? 7 
Cohen, Jno. Solomons, Sampson Samuel, Walter J ran: 7 an 
others; but the fact is, that at this stage of the aang: wes 
we became so mixed up in the discussion, as altoget goed vara 
sight of our novel position of amateur reporter, and we have 
not a legible note of what further transpired. Further contri- 
butions were announced before dispersion of the meeting, but 
we have already devoted so much space to this subject, as to 
be compelled to postpone our appeal on the financial part of it, 
to a future number. 
We have just received a letter, signed A, accompanied 
by “ the outlines of'a plan which was laid before a committee 
of the congregation of Spanish and Portuguese Jews, now two 
years since, forthe formation of a college, the writer adds, 
‘*T am aware that it is of an extensive character, but few will 
deny that it is precisely the establishment which 1s required 
by the Jewish community in this country, at the present day ; 
and is, in fact, no more than what the my ‘na of old (in- 
stitutions coeval and of equal importance with our synagogues), 
were intended to effect. Let but this great object be taken up 
on national grounds, and who can doubt that the Jewish body 
is sufficiently powerful, and equally well disposed as those ot 
other religious denominations, to promote, by every means In 
their power, the spiritual welfare of their nation.” We are 
unable to insert the plan at present, and regret it the less, be- 
cause, being on the records of the Spanish and Portuguese 
congregation, it will be submitted, as a matter of course, to 
the consideration of an unfettered committee, appointed 
to devise the best collegiate scheme: For similar reasons, we 
postpone the publication of our own plans, (referred to in No. 
7,) because, our having been appointed upon that committee, 
will afford the suitable opportunity of explanation and advocacy. 


* The resolutions, for which we have not room in extenso, are to be 
printed for general circulation. They declare—the necessity of the institu- 
tion—that it shall be in connexion with the two Medrashim—that a 
general canvass be instituted for individual contributions—that applica- 
tion be made to all British synagogues for annual support—the appoint- 
ment of Henry Moses, Esq., as treasurer, and of a provisional committee 


to organise a plan for approval of the subscribers, &c. Thanks to the 
Chief Rabbi, and the Chairman. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


_ Charity Schools of the Spanish and Portuguese Congrega- 
toons. We are gratified to learn that, by the indefatigable 
exertions of a benevolent lady, much interested in these 
schools, a fund has been raised, which is devoted to supplying 
the pupils Spec 220 m number) with a bason of excellent 
soup to each, twice a week, at a merely nominal charge. A 
gentleman has kindly presented the required number of basons 
and spoons. Our informant also records the receipt of sufficient 
flannel to supply all the children of the Infant School with 
winter petticoats, presented by J. Guedallah, Esq. 

Library for the Poor.—Again we congratulate our readers 
on a plan in progress for providing a circulating library, and 
encouraging a wholesome taste for reading among our humbler 
classes. The plan originates with the same benevolent lady 
who has established the distribution of soup above referred to, 
and we appeal to our friends for aid to the present laudable 
scheme for providing food for the mind also. We. will 
willingly take charge of the spare books of our readers, to be left 
at our printers. | 


Corn lans.—The morning papers contain a correspondence 


obtained. Mr. D. Salomons 
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against the Jews, and proving that their exclusion is not only 


between Mr. Ex-Sheriff Salomons, and R. A. Christopher, Esq. | 
M. P., in which the latter disavows any wish to asperse the 
Jews, by his inconsiderate declaration at Lincoln, that the_ 
fictitious averages of the present bad system only benefit ** Jew 
speculators of the continent, and of this country ’’ Mr, Salomons_ 
having shewn, that “so far as the continent is concerned, few or | 
none of the great grain firms are Jewish commercial houses ;” | 
that in this country, the charge does not appear warranted by | 
a single instance ; and that “‘ the doctrines of the Jewish religion | 
are opposed to forestalling and other means of artificially | 
enhancing or monopolising the first necessary of life.’* Mr. C, | 
in his disavowal, excuses his original wholesale statement, that | 
‘¢ on the continent, the corn trade is entirely in the hands of the | 
Jews,” by saying, that when last there he ‘ was credibly 
informed that the corn trade was carried on by persons of your 
(Mr. S.’s) nation.” 

It is not our province to discuss the Corn Laws, but we are 
told, that if Mr. Christopher, instead of seeking information so 
‘‘ far abroad,” would ask ‘* on change,’ he would hear the 
‘* forestalling monopoly, &c.” ascribed to a sect of his own 
creed. 


— 


® Mr. Salomons is author of an able pamphlet against the present 
Corn Laws. 


+ 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 
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Luxemburgh.—The new laws promulgated since the annex- 
ation of this duchy to the Kingdom of Holland, contain no 
exclusions from public office, on the score of religious opinions. 

Schwartza, (Henneburgh).—The Consecration of a New 
Synagogue here was rendered very interesting by the crowds 
of all denominations which attended it, but especially by the 
eloquent exhortation of the preacher, Dr. Adler, on the text 
Ex. xxv. 8. | 

Vurtemburgh.—The Orient eulogises, In warm terms, a 


sermon preached here by Rabbi K. Griinwald, entitled ‘ ‘The 


consolation and hope of Israel,’ and dedicated to Sir Moses 
Montefiore, This sermon, which has been printed, makes a 
strong appeal to the Jews on the certainty of their return to 
Palestine. Several columns of this paper are devoted to a 
summary of the code for the ecclesiastical government of the Jews 
in the kingdom of Wurtemburgh ; this code is sanctioned and 


duties of the Rabbin as teacher, religious minister, &c. The con- 
duct of public worship. Sermons, mstructions for their com- 
position and delivery; their objects, scope, duration, &c. 
Catechisms, their requisites ; Religious instruction in schools’ 
of what it shall consist, and how 1t shall be conducted; The 
training prescribed for the confirmation of both sexes; The- 
general superintendence of youth apart from school discipline ; 
The regulation of charitable and other associations ; The obliga- 
tion of the Rabbin to answer all questions on religious subjects, 


Cape Good Hope.—W e are favored with anextract from aletter 
dated, Cape Town, Oct. 12, 1841, communicating the pleasing 
intelligence, that divine service had been performed there on. 
the recent day of atonement, by the first minyan which has 
assembled in that distant colony. (A gentleman who had been 
wrecked in the Prince Rupert making up the number). The 
day was characterised by great solemnity, many being present 
who had not enjoyed the like opportunity for many years. 
Such was the effect produced, that the whole body was 
immediately sondtivened a committee for the promotion of 
the Jewish religion in that part of the world. It was resolved 
to paces the governor for a grant of land for a burial ground, 
and a handsome subscription was at once .paid down for the 
purchase of one, in case the application to the governor should 
prove unsuccessful. | 

Hamburgh.—Immediately after the celebration of the Free 
School Jubilee, the pupils presented to Dr. Kley, a splendid 
picture by Professor Deiebalen. (the celebrated Jewish Artist) : 
the subject is ‘*‘ Moses ordaining Joshua as his Successor.” 


work on the state of these interesting districts, describes the 
habits, manners and general state of the Jews who resort 
thither in order to lay their bones in the Land of Promise. It 
is argued, that the religious zeal, verging on bigotry, which 
characterises these Jews and which enables them in their 
enthusiasm to brave the miseries to which they are here sub- 
jected, renders them, of all, the least likely to be influenced by 
the labours of the English Missionaries: as indeed has been 
proved by their failure hitherto. oe 
_Norway.—The Jews being excluded altogether from this 
kingdom, a strong appeal has been addressed to the Storthing, 
by a Norwegian statesman, refuting the calumnies brought 


contrary to the principles of the constitution, but injurious to 
the interests of the country. : 

Kingston Jamaica.—Extract from a private letter dated 

ov. 18. ‘*Qur Chazan gave us asplendid sermon on education 
last sabbath, in aid of the establishment of a Free School. I 
believe the subscriptions already amount to 200/. per annum 
* * * We are much in want of an assistant Chazan* 
* * * You ought to select from some of the most respec- 
table boys you have, half a dozen, and send them to college to 
be regularly instructed, so as to qualify them for English 
preachers.”’ 


* We have the name of the gentleman here, who has the charge of 
looking out for a competent person. We hope at an early opportunity, 
to be able to exhibit the extraordinary strides which our Jamaica brethren 
have made towards religious improvement, under the guidance of a 


and the necessity of his continuing to pursue his studies of the 
law, the Talmud, &c.; Marriages, their regulation, form of 
license, manner of celebration, &c.; Spiritual functions, as 
towards the sick, the destitute, the superstitious, the unbelieving ; 
Oaths of testimony; Divorces when and how they shall be 
executed ; The cultivation of individual acquaintance by the 
ministry, with a view to influence generally: The offices of 
warden, elder, kc. ; Relation of the Rabbin to the reader, and 
definition of the reader's duties; Relation of the Rabbin to the 
community irrespective of his office.—We give but the heads 
of sections, they are not all reported. 

The Wurtemburgh Jews, whose position in the state is 
pretty nearly equivalent to that of their brethren in England, 
(ineligible to certain offices merely), are congratulated by the 
reporters on the advantages they enjoy, ina religious sense, over 
the Jews of France, Holland, and othercountries, where full eman- 
cipation has been conceded; inasmuch, that in those countries the 
ecclesiastical government is only not interfered with ; in Wur- 


_temburgh, it is fostered, protected and maintained, 
Jerusalem and Syria.—* The Orient,” in reviewing a recent ; 


Paris.—Baron James de Rothschild was raised to the 
dignity of a grand officer of the Legion of Honour, by a royal 
ordinance, dated 24th December. | 

The Archives gives the proceedings of a meeting of notables, 
for the election of a member of the Consistorium. One of the 
notables present protested against the illegality of proceeding 
to an election in the absence of 17 members; 13 being neces- 
sary for a quorum, and eight only being in attendance. He 
was answered, that if the business were postponed, there was a 
probability of not assembling even eight at the next sitting, 
since several members had never once attended since their 
appointment. It is lamentable to perceive the apathy thus 
displayed by the Parisian Jews towards the interests of their 
community. The cause of religion cannot fail to suffer, when 
those whose province it is to lead, shrink from the performance 
of what should be an agreeable duty. 


SCRAPS ABOUT CONVERTS. 


The “‘ authorised ” declaration of the objects of appointing 
a Bishop at Jerusalem, lately published, avows the principal 
one to be ‘* Conversion of the Jews.” The independent 
income of the missionary bishop is £1,200 pes annum! a better 
pay than his twenty shillings per week as slaughterer of 
animals to the congregation at Nottingham or Plymouth.) 

But we call the attention of our brethren to the following 
points, to counteract which it behoves them to be up and 
stirring. —£30,000 is, at once, to be employed in buying up 
sites in the Holy Land !—A society, styling itself Philo-Judzan, 


zealous and eloquent minister.— Eb. 


is advertising for charitable contributions to poor Jews, to be 


enforced by the state. ‘The sections already given are, the . 
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dispensed, not through Jewish channels, but for ulterior 


objects, (vide “ Decoys to Apostasy,” Voice of Jacob, No. 7.) 


Here are some instructive extracts showing that ‘ there 1s 
nothing new under the sun.” Sees 

‘*We read of another learned Jew of this city (Sapheta), 
whose avarice or ambition induced him to make such a fair 
profession of Christianity, that he by degrees raised himself to 
the dignity of Patriach of Jerusalem, after having gone 
through all the inferior ones with great applause. Not yet 
satisfied with his good fortune, he removed thence to Con- 
stantinople, in hopes of obtaining the patriarchate of it, which 
was then vacant; but being there seized with a dangerous sick- 
ness which made him think himself near his end, he sent for 
several bishops, and a much greater number of Jewish doctors, 
to his bedside, to whom he openly declared that he had always 
believed the Jewish religion to be the best; that he .enounced 
his bishroprick of Jerusalem in order to die in his old faith, 
which he bead never forsaken but in word, to the great astonish- 
ment of those that heard him; especially of all those whom 
he had so long deceived in a church, where the intention of the 
priest is declared necessary for the administering and efficacy 
of the sacrament.”—Page 372 of Sale’s History of the Disper- 
sion of the Jews, in “ the modern part of an Universal History,” 
1759, on the authority of Hilarit continuat. Phil. Cypr. Chron. 
Eecl. Gree. 

The date assigned to this affair by Basnage, is 1665, In turn- 
ing over the leaves of that authority in our search for this date, 
we stumbled upon the following passages :— 

“Here it was (Thessalonica) that the famous apostate of 
Marpurg retired. He was a Christian by birth, and a professor 
in that academy, but being scandalised with the mystery of the 
Trinity, which he could not comprehend, he threw himself into 
Judaism. He entered under the wings of the Creator, by cir- 
cumcision, at Thessalonica, taking the name of Moses Pardo, 
instead of Victor, which he had before. 

‘* Poverty pursued him to this place, and he wrote from 
thence to Hartman, who had been one of his friends, to let 
him know his condition. He desired this professor to per- 
suade the Landgrave of Hesse to grant him leave to return to 


his house and wife, who had not written to him im seven years |. 


time. . He proposed to him the example of the Grand Seignior, 
under whose empire he hved, who claimed no prerogative over 
men's conseiences, though he had a great one over their 
bodies. He maintained that all the bibles were corrupted ex- 
cept those of the original Hebrew, which he had much studied 
since his being at Salonica. He would not abandon the law, 
because it was a Divine religion, as everybody owned, whereas 
people did not agree about Christianity. © * * He died 
in the religion he had embraced.”—Basnage, Book vii. § 13. 


‘* Jerusalem has been a missionary station of the Society for 
the conversion of the Jews, for several years, and a Mr. Nicho- 
layson, a Jewish convert and a clergyman of the Episcopal 
church, has, with two or three others, laboured there with 
learning and diligence, but without any remarkable success. 
If such a missionary has done but little, an Anglo-Hebrew 
bishop at Jerusalem is, in my humble judgment, likely to ac- 
compieh still less, The Jews daily mourn that their holy city 
is trodden down of the Gentiles, and sigh for the day when 
Messiah the Prince shall restore its desolate places, and give 
~ to that haughty people all the glories of their proudest 

ays. 

‘* Amidst their sorrows, one of their own nation appears, 
who has renounced the faith of his fathers, whom they will 
regard as an apostate, and whose rank, wealth, and honour they 
will consider as the price of his apostacy. They will see that 
the resident consul of Great Britain pays him all imaginable 
deference; they will hear English travellers call him “ m 
Lord ;” and his ample stipend 
prelatical state, may move some unprincipled Jews to renounce 
their religion for the sake of worldly emolument; but if there 
be any truth in human nature, the bosom of every patriotic 
Jew who longs for the restoration of Israel, will jp Bo with 


indignation at the presence of a man who has been stilted up 
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; Its sad yet healing pain; 


Still h 
, his many charities, and his | ul linger on the heart, 


in ali t Plymouth, to 
he office of reader 1n a little synagogue at. 
the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of 
England and Ireland inJerusalem.” Congreg 
‘e « Park from excess of Light,” anticipated and applied 
by RJ im. ‘answer to a demand of the Emperor Trajan. 
“You teach,” said the Emperor Trajan to et pcre 
‘that your God is every where, and boast at es 
| st vour nation. I should like to see him, "—* God’s 
| ce ‘is indeed every where,” replied Joshuah, ‘* but he 
be seen; no mortal eye can behold his glory.”-—The 
| emperor insisted. ** Well,” said Joshuah, we try 
to look first at one of his ambassadors The emperor con- 
 sented.—The Rabbi took him in the open air at noon in its 
| meridian splendour.—* L cannot,” said Trajan, The light 
‘dazzles me.”—** Thou art unable,” said Joshuah, “‘ to endure 
ithe light of one ot his creatures, and canst thou expect to 
behold the resplendent glory of the Creator ? Would not such 
a sight annihilate thee!”— Zale from the Talmud.—Hurwitz. 


SIR, | 
If the following stanzas by a Daughter of Israel, be deemed 
worthy of admission into the ** Voice of Jacob,” the author 
places them at your disposal. 


THE HOLINESS OF GRIEF. 


O Hush! be still! bring not the sound 
Of earthly pleasures here, 
Break not the sacredness profound, 
Of sorrow lingering near; 
Tread lightly! tis a holy shrine, 
Where grief, in death, hath birth, 
Stamp’d with a dignity divine, 
Which hath no trace of earth. 
Oh seck not, bring not worldly dreams 


Unto the haunts of woe; ti 
The light, that o’er them softly gleams, 4 
Hath not its source below! 


Affliction is a sacred thing, : . 
A messenger of love, 
Soft whisperings on its wings to bring, 
lovelier homes above. 
Seek not to shun its mission high, 
Or break its darkling chain, 
_ And drown with loud festivity, 


* & ~* 


Why should we long to cast aside 
{he link twixt man and heav’n, 
And every sob of sorrow chide, 
grief were vainly giv’n. 
No! let it do its work, and lead a 
The bleeding heart to Him, u 
Who strikes in love, to serve our need, 
When life's fond hope is dim. 
No love on earth is deep as His, 
Who weaves affliction’s chain. 


Weep on and pray! till dearer bliss 
Enfold the heart again. 


Yes, ’tis His voice, that sounds when woc 
Hath flung her shadow down ; 

His voice, that murmurs soft and low, 
E’en when He seems to frown : 


Then, oh! how may light tones of earth 
His awful presence dare ? 


Be still! bring not the mourner mirth 
Which but of earth hath share, 


Peace! peace! ’tis holy ; let the dead 


Nor fear the tears a brief while 
Will bid all joy depart, = 
Tread lightly ! oh profane them not, 
Those hours of grief and prayer ; 
Speak low! be earth awhile forgot ; 
Our Father dwelleth there ! 


‘ 
+ 4 
iy. 
” 
Ba 
24 
¢ 
| 
if 
it 
) 
it 
ath 
3 
| 
ee 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
i 
2 
| 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 63 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ON THE CO-OPERATION OF KINDRED CHARITIES. 
To the Editor of the ** Voice of Jacob.” 

Dear Srir.—lIn the first number of your valuable periodical, 
I notice the cage remark; ‘ it would be highly useful to 
keep the public mind advised, both of what is done, and what 
might be done; to compare such institutions with others of a 
similar character, and to point out how mutual dependence or 
co-operation between kindred institutions might economise 
their resources and extend their usefulness.” 

The recent opportunities I have had of becoming acquainted 
with the management of many of our institutions, have im- 
pressed me with a conviction of the truth of the latter part of 
your observation, and I regret, that the subject has not attracted 
the notice of some of the influential members of our ecommu- 
nity. It were indeed a ‘‘ consummation devoutly to be wished,” 
could a consolidation, or some plan of co-operation be brought 
about between kindred institutions. That alterations and improve- 
ments in the present system are both practicable, and would 
prove beneficial, cannot for a moment be doubted; and I may 
take some future opportunity to point out, that this object can 
be effected, not only without in the least diminishing the 
average amount of benefit derived by the poor, but that such 
change would absolutely be productive of increased advantages 
to them. | 

There are at present between thirty and~-forty charitable 
institutions, supported by the Jews of London, thirty-two of 
them by the German congregations, the objects and views of 
most of them are avowedly similar, in some few instances, 
slightly different. Thus we find three orphan charities, three 
educational, four clothing, two for relief of the blind, eight for 
relief of the aged and sick, four for winter distribution, and 
six for weekly pensions, &c. 

The above presents thirty charitable institutions, having in 
view but seven distinct objects; and it is reasonable to suppose, 
that much unnecessary expense 1s incurred in the collection 
and management of each, and fairly to be presumed, that a 
considerable saving could be effected by a judicious union. 

As an instance, let us take one of the clothing societies, 
perhaps the least useful, and most expensive of any of the 
charitable institutions. The annual income of the society in 
question is about 70/7. (I quote from a document before me.) 

he charges are as follow :—Secretary’s salary, 10/. Poundage 
for collection, 47. 18s. Stationery and printing, 3/.; Meetings 
and other charges, 2/.; making a total of 19/. 18s. or above 
" per cent. on the income! 

could, if necessary, enumerate instances where the ex- 
penses make inroads equally formidable on the income, but 
this one suffices for my present purpose. 

Now I would ask you, my dear sir, whether an amalgamation 
of some of the various charitable institutions herein named, 
having precisely the same tendency, would not materially 
benefit that portion of the community, for whose relief they 
were originally designed. 

It is not my intention at this moment to suggest any definite 
plan, but rather to call the notice of the public, through the 
medium of your valuable journal, to a subject which has long 
occupied my attention; and I cannot help thinking, that were 
some of the minor societies, (for instance the clothig and 
apprenticing charities) at once blended together, and made to 
co-operate with the Infant and Free Schools, the benefits 
conferred under such regulations would be more permanently 
beneficial, and more appreciated by the poorer classes, and 
so on through the list. 

Should this subject meet with the views of the influential 
members of our community (and I am sure none is more 
deserving their attention) I shall be happy in having been an 
humble instrument of effecting a change so desirable. 

I remain, your obedient Servant, 
Finsbury, Dec. 17, 1841. W. J. 


BOARD OF DEPUTIES. 


To the Editor of the “ Voice of Jacob.” 
Str,—Your first number intimated an intention to offer some 
remarks on the constitution and functions of the Board of 


| ex 
In 


Deputies: your second number postpones these remarks, ‘ in 
order to the employment of more practicable information in 
their preparation.” Meanwhile, it is perhaps due to the Board 
to inform your readers, that after the last election (triennial, ) 
notice was issued to all congregations in Great Britain, again 
inviting them either to send up Deputies, or to nominate 
residents in London, who might represent them as such. 

In the instances of Newcastle and Bath, this course has been 
followed, but hitherto, other considerable congregations have 
neglected to place themselves in official connexion with this 
important Board; and it is really difficult to account for this 
fact, except either on the ground you advert to, that the un- 
determined and widely scattered periods of its assemblage 
render it unsuitable for a country Soviets. or that parties are 
deterred by some vague notion of the charge upon the congre- 
gation funds, which might be consequent upon such an ap- 
omega In so much as regards the latter difficulty, it has 
een calculated that the ordinary annual expenditure tor each 
deputy, even in the absence of members from the provinces, 
could not exceed 82. or 102, while for extraordinary expen- 
diture, the deputies have to appeal for powers to their 
respective constituents. If, however, it be simply the un- 
suitable nature of the arrangament for meetings which deters 
country congregations, then | would suggest, that inasmuch 
as you yourself entertain these views, advantage should be 
taken (by some country congregration) of your residence in 
London, to elect you to represent it at the present, Board, since 
your previous connexion with the provinces would qualily you 
as a suitable expositor of their peculiar wants. 

The probable annual charge of 8/. or LOZ which might 
ensue, would be sufficiently small, and even that might be 
shared by your acting as jomt deputy for two contiguous 
congregations. 

It must be unnecessary to observe upon your fitness -in 
other respects, and I need not apologise for thus publicly 
seeking to impose the office upon you; because it is obvious, 
thar your influence would thereby be increased for the promo- 
tionof those excellent objects with which you have identified 
yourself’; assuring you of my hearty sympathy in them, 

lam, Mr. Editor, your obliged reader, 


ONE CONCERNED. 


REVIEWS. 


Our attention has been called to a virulent libel upon the 
Jews: in this month’s number of Blackwood’s Magazine, con- 
tained in an article styled ** the World of London.” We had 
already seen the same article, under the title of * Foreigners in 
London,” in the Times newspaper, some days previous to the 
publication of the magazine. We should have been astonished 
at the absence of any comment by the editor of that jourual, 
but remembering the characteristic style in which the * Thun- 
derer’’ exposed the work, ‘‘ Lights and Shadows of London 
Life,” and its comparatively innocuous slander on Jewish life, 
we inferred that it was deemed sufficient merely to show up 
these ‘* outrageons conceits,’”’ and inasmuch as they carry their 
own refutation with them, a special slashing would have been 
supererogatory. Indeed, turning back but a page or two apon 
the file of the paper, (to Dec. 25,) we find this precise policy 
attributed to Mr. Bentley, in lending himself to the publication 


of a series of libels on our country by an American, perpetrated 


under the title of ‘* The Glory and Shame of England.” = This. 
book seems to be another collection of the garbage of thekennels, 
‘served up, sliced, and carbonadoed as a delicious morse] 
to by one, whose “ sympathies and 
antipathies are both againt us.” Our quotations are some of 
the more moderate Timesisms, and as the casesappear so exactly 
parallel, we find bane and antidote in the same journal. ‘To 
continue our quotations, the libels are “‘ in terms a fallacy, in 
facts a fiction.” ‘The few phenomena which the writer really 
noted in Petticoat Lane, he has, in his description, “‘ contrived 
to distort in every possible way to serve his paltry purpose, 
aggerating them at one time, extenuating them at another.” 
thane observations, even this ‘‘ enormous —” (who, by the 
way, after finishing ‘‘ other foreigners” tells us jocularly that 


% 
43 
‘ 
rl. 
4 
A 
a. 
\ 
> 
+ 
i 
| 
a 
“ 
- 
5 
os 
Rika 
¥ 


b4 THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


that word is, instruction, and thus it should be rendered mostly 
Notice.—ZJn order to obtain a Itevier in our columns it is 


needful that the work be sent to us in the usual manner. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


his ‘ credit’s out,” and that he is about to “* warm his fancy”’ 
before he describes the Jews) cannot manage to exclude some 
features, which are honorable to the poor Jews, (independently 
poor), whose footsteps he dodged for something else; but to 
quote the Times again,—** his panegyrics, scanty and costive 
as they are, we return on his hands as utterly unworthy of our 


acceptance.” We may as well, after all, give a specimen of } Friday 7th Jan. 25th of nap —« Sabbath at gle 

what our worst enemies cannot help saying of us. SI he “96 “ Portion of the week x7) 
* Talk of pedigrees forsooth !—tell us of the Talbots, Percys, W 12 of 

Howards, and such like mushrooms of yesterday !—show us a Sabbath at 4° 

Jew, we will show you a man whose genealogical tree springs hong ay - 4 os Portion of the week x5 

from Abraham's bosom—whose family is older than the deca- Sabb. lo 

logue, and who bears incontrovertible evidence in every line of 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. i 

Mr. Newman's Works.—No fewer than three subscribers, 
who give their names, have written to us in commendation of 
these works, and. complaining of the postponement of the re- 
view of one of them which we had promised. The article has 
been in type many weeks, but its place, being the last page, 
has been occupied by pressing matter brought in at late 
periods, 

T. T. and G. will be answered shortly. 

E. D. will oblige us by a report of how the arrangement 
succeeds. 

Some correspondents will find evidence of our attention 
under the heads which interest them respectively. } 

Report of the First Reading of the Jew Bill by the Parlia- 
ment of Hanover. We thank A,B. for his attention, but it 
reached us too late for this number. | 


NOTICE, 

The first number of this Periodical is out of print, but we 
have succeeded in collecting a few copies for Annual Sub- 
scribers of Half-a-Guinea or upwards, towards our loss on the 
‘undertaking : they will be entitled to future numbers on the 
day of publication. Readers, out of London, would much simplify 
our arrangements, by giving their orders to any respectable 
Bookseller, who will obtain the numbers in the ordinary routine 
of business, without extra charge. 


\ ANTED to Apprentice a Youth of respectable con- 
 nexions to a Gentleman of the Jewish persuasion. Ad- 
dress A. N., Deacon's Coffee-house, Walbrook. 


his oriental countenance, of the authenticity of his descent 
through myriads of successive generations. You see in him 
a living argument of the truth of divine revelation; in him you 
behold the literal fulfilment of the prophecies. With him 
you ascend the stream of time, not voyaging by the help of the 
dim, uncertain, and fallacious light of tradition; but guided by 
an emanation of the same light which, to his nation, was a cloud 
by day and a pillar of fire by mght.”’ 


Emendations of the authorised version of the Old Testament. 
By Sclig Newman, author of the “Abridged Hebrew Gram- 
mar,’ and the ** Complete Hebrew and English Lexicon.” 
London: B. Wertheim, Paternoster Row, 1839. 


This is truly a very useful little book to Bible readers. It is 
a notorious fact, that many important portions of the original | 
Hebrew text have been misconceived by the compilers of the | 
authorised English version. Some passages have been charac- 
terised as designed perversions of the original; this is however 
a charge which should not lightly be made, it issufficient toshow, 
as Mr. Newman does, that they are ‘‘ mistranslations.”” The 
-work, though a small one, owes even its present extent to 
the insertion of a host of * corrections,’ where ‘* the original 
will bear the meaning given in the text,” though the author 
thinks his own version preferable. In addition to this, he 
gives many corrections which he admits to be doubtful, * the 
original being capable of receiving other renderings,” 

We give a few examples from the preface:— 

Ex. xi..2, 35, 36, reads according to the version, ** One shall 
borrow of his, or her neighbour;” but the meazing of Syw, in 
the original, is not borrow, but ask; i. e. ** One shall ask or 
demand.” This is perfectly in accordance with justice: for 
if the Israelites could have stripped the Egyptians of all they 
were possessed of, it would have been far from remunerating 
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NSTITUTION for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the 
Jewish Persuasion. Established 5580, 1819. The Fourteenth 
Anniversary BALL, under the management of Aron Solomon, 


Paw 4 as 


them for the slavery they were kept in during centuries, without. 


any cause, and that too, under great cruelties; whilst the 
permission or order to borrow without intending to restore, 
being a licence to defraud, could not have emanated from the 


Esq., President; J. Davis, Esq., Vice-President ; Joseph 
Lazarus, Esq., Treasurer, and a Committee, will be held at the 
London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, on Tuesday, February 8, 
1842. Tickets (10s, 6d. each, including Supper,) not trans- 


Guntein of justice. _ | ferable, may be had of any Member of the Committee. 


Again, Lev. xxvii. 29, if were not rendered, as in the | 
version, ** devoted,”’ but excommunicated, or accursed (as in | Be GOVERNESS.—S. S., many years teacher of 
Josh. vit. 1.) then the infidel could not accuse the divine legis- French and Italian, has heauihas leisure for other engage- 
lator, whose attributes are ‘ merciful and gracious,” of | ™e?ts- Having had experience in tuition, she feels competent 
recommending human sacrifices. Another similar mistrans- | © Struct in English, Writing, and Arithmetic. Young les 
lation, is that of (Judges xi. 31): “ and I will offer it” which who may require practical lessons in French or Italian, may 
is certainly enough to astonish one, at the barbarity of him obtain conversational fluency by a system eminently success- 
ful, at a moderate expence, as time, and not the number of 


who made the inhuman vow, as also of the whole Jewish 
nation, who could tolerate the accomplishment of it. It is art will be considered. Address, S. S., 24, Artillery Place, 
true, in the margino this stain is wiped away, for there it is insbury. 


‘or I will offer it,” which like the original, implies, if fit for 


* 


— 


it, it shall be offered, and if not, then he or she, shall be 
devoted to the service of God, 
7 ono the primary meaning of which is, “a mighty one,” 
iacludes God as well as an angel, a judge, and a powerful, 
or godly man. A distinction ought, therefore, to be made: 
as 1 Sam. xxvill. 13, * for I saw gods,” ought to be “I saw 
some mighty one.” And so Gen. vi. 2. instead of “ sons of 
God,” it should be, sons of great or godly men, i.e. worship- 
ers of God, in contrast to the daughters of the vulgar men 
i.e. those who deified creatures, as appears from iv. 26. 
mun is always translated. law, but the literal meaning of 


We by the Manchester Hebrew Association, to 

undertake the charge of a Free School, established for 
all ages, a competent Teacher of the Hebrew and English 
languages. Application to be made, and testimonials forwarded, 
to Mr. Isaac A. Franklin, Honorary Secretary, 11, Bond-street, 
Manchester, from whom all further information may be obtained. 
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